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Around 1984, a librarian at the University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden, came across a number of 
unidentified manuscript fragments  in a drawer; five of 
them were music, and appeared to have no connection 
with the rest. The librarian asked Jan Ling, professor of 
musicology, to have a look at them , and Jan passed them 
on to me.

They fragments turn out to contain seven pieces in the 
style of the Italian frottola, c. 1500, but  only two of the 
four voices have survived. I have transcribed and added 
the missing parts

If you have access to the internet you can find facsimiles 
of the original fragments, a description of the process of 
Renaissance composing and reconstructing the missing 
parts, and comments on reading the transcriptions, at 

www.NewRenaissance.ibs.ee/gothenburg_fragments

The material is also published in paper form in 'The 
Gothenburg Fragments', Tvärspel, Festskrift till Jan Ling, 
no.9 in the series 'Skrifter från Musikvetenskapliga 
Institutionen', Gothenburg University, Sweden.
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